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GUEST COLUMN

fear for my family: my life at MIT
By B. Mano
“You're lucky to be here”

The words from the MIT administrator  costs.
hung in the air. 1 did feel grateful w smudy

a day late on clearing my balance, being  every dollar.
told to feel grateful.

unique nor surprising. MIT ily health i
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MIT'’s policies force many graduate
students to live in poverty

Threatened with eviction, forced to forgo medical care, and living in

own housing. As a result, T live in “shelter
poverty”: unable to meet my basic needs  within a week, but the effects lingered. That
because of extraordinarily high housing episode caused incredible stress for my

Given how I have to monitor money, I addition, given MIT’s policy changes, I had
at MIT and receive a world-class educa-  have occasionally been a few days late pay-  to pay $300 just in co-payments — more
tion that hopefully one day would helpme  ing the registration. One time, after being  than my entire budget for a month. MIT
become an academic. But 1 was wrying to  three dayslate, Iwas charged a $100 late fee - must do better to ensure its own students
explain to this administrator how unbear-  and was threatened with evictionifIdidnot  can afford health care for their families.

ably difficult it is to pay my MIT bills while  pay. This, by an institution that has, by its
supporting my partner and child on an MIT ~ own rental structure and stipend amount,  externally-caused changes, I live in fear of
pgraduate student’s stipend. And here Iwas,  forced me into this position of stretching  the weekends. Why? Because — terrible

As if these housing costs weren't bad  might require medical care, resulting in co-
Those words hurt, but they were neither  enough, MIT's exorbitantly expensive fam-  pays that I cannot afford. So while everyone
plan ($400 per month)  else is looking forward to a couple days off,
have been consistently dismissive towards  puts further strain on my family. Then there  each Friday afternoon is a portent of fear
my tenuous financial situation — a situa-  is the seemingly minor — but for people  for me: what do I do if my child needs to go
tion created by MIT's own policies that, as  like me, huge — $50 per month student  to the hospital?

1 will describe shorﬂi, make survi\r'mi asan life fee. That leaves us with less than $60 a Mi siousc and I never in to the emer-

Thankfully, my daughter got better

wife and me over my daughter’s health. In

As aresult of these seemingly small and

as it sounds — 1 feel anxious that my child
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