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GUEST COLUMN

By Octavio Vega 18 billion at the end of 2017 The United Na-

In the wake of the Jamal Khashoggi as-  of weapons to the Houthis given the models
sassination, the U, Senate passed a resolu-  of weapons discovered in Yemen, and Ira-
tion on Dec. 13 dictating that the U.S. should  nian proxies have demonstrated support for
withdraw its support for the Saudi-led co-  the Houthi movement through technical as-
alition fighting in Yemen. On Feb. 13, the sistance in weapons procurement.
House of Representatives voted to directly
restrict aid to Saudi Arabia in the conflict
with Yemen. This includes limiting the pres-
ence of US. forces and halting the sale of
arms to the Saudis, coming in opposition to
President Trump’s historical policy towards
the conflict some call the largest humanitar-
ian crisis on earth.

Here at MIT, we understand the tension

History has taught us
about the dangers of
power vacuums, and the

Saudi Arabia challenge

ofUS.-Saudi relations. Numerous research || the U.S. to rebalance
projects on campus have Saudi sponsors, s s N

with participants hopeful that Saudi Arabia lt's alliance with the
was developing a more progressive society kingdom.

— only to become largely disenchanted

following Khashoggi's demise. For us, the  The U.S. hasa stronginterest in maintain-

in Yemen and to rebuke the actions of the  towards Yemen and Saudi Arabia
Saudi Arabian crown prince; however, they

A human rights crisis has arisen in Ye-
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The Yemeni war and its implications for the U.S.
How an American multifaceted approach has both failed and created hope, and how the
Khashoggi killing presents a grave complication to the war in Yemen

crisis. Allied Emirati forces employ Colom-  neously, the UsS. provided more than

tions alleges that Iran is the primary supplier  bian mercenaries to fight in Yemen as well, million in aid to Yemen in FY2017, which

leverage the service of Sudanese mercenar-
ies — many of whom are only children — as

ity in the horrors of st
. meni people and rebe

reproachful actions of S S v

bin Salman, the US. should significanty ~of power in the Mi

reduce the quantity of arms it sells to Saudi ~ Saudi leadership h:

Arabia. Although potentially weakening the ~ degree of worrisome

counterinsurgent coalition, this demonstra-  times, the U.S. should not ignore it

bly decreases outward U.S. support for the  cance as a crucial strategic ally durin

Saudi government and presents hope for  where the scars of

limiting the suffering experienced in Yemen.
However, drone strikes coming directly  political territory.

outcome of this battle will reverberate in ing stability in Saudi Arabia, as the country  from the U.S. serve as an action not corrupt-

our community just as it will across the has been a historical ally and one of the only  ed by influence from external parties suchas ~ are challenging to reach — but no less re-

globe. Middle Eastern nations willing to negotiate the Saudis and therefore maintain explicit ~quired. The Trump administration should, in

The recommendations made by Con-  with the U.S.; however, the recent killing of ~American initiative instead of that from part, pursue the recommendations of the re-

gress are not ultimately out of place. Their ~ Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi presents  proxies. If the U.S. ceases all drone strikes, cent Senate resolution. Nevertheless, while

premise is to limit the devastation occurring ~ a profound complication to policy-making  then the protective force in the Arabian Pen-  curbing the sale of arms to the Saudis, the

insula will be weakened, enabling the insur- ~ Trump administrati
gent threat to proliferate and the Houthiand ~ American troops from Yemen, nor should it

at the combat waged by these the USS. should increase to continue aiding
so arguably result in civilian the nation’s distressed population without
ess. Saudi forces are known to  changing the mechanics of Saudi relations.

Looking to the future

‘There is no perfect solution to this

conflict, and the assassination of Jamal

ning that the void left from U.S.

y Crown Prince Mohammed it would risk de:

dle Eastern war con-
tinue to haunt nearly every corner of its geo-

In such times, necessary compromises

tion should not remove
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